Banjo Paterson
Andrew Barton (Banjo) Paterson (1864–1941) is
remembered as the author of folk ballads that have
acquired legendary status in Australia. The background
of the $10 banknote includes imagery from his ballad,
The Man from Snowy River (1890), depicting the dramatic
recovery of a colt by a skilled horseman. During the First
World War, Paterson’s duties included a period as an
ambulance driver for the Australian Voluntary Hospital
in France, and service in the Middle East as a captain in
the Australian Imperial Force. Promoted to major, he
commanded the Australian Remount Squadron.

Captain Andrew Barton (Banjo) Paterson, from a group portrait
photograph of the Australian Light Horse officers, c.1916,
Australian War Memorial (P04034.001).

Banjo Paterson

Front of the current Australian decimal
banknote for $10, showing Banjo Paterson;
concept design by Max Robinson.
First issued in 1993.

Edith Cowan
Edith Cowan (1861–1932) became the first female
member of an Australian parliament when she was
elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1921. The $50
banknote depicts the original façade of the Western
Australian Parliament House at the time Cowan was
elected. During the First World War, Cowan worked to
assist the Red Cross in providing supplies to the Anzac
troops; she was awarded the Order of the British Empire
for her services in 1920. Established nine days after the
outbreak of the war, the Australian Red Cross provided
key medical supplies and equipment to Anzac troops
during the war and assisted the servicemen on their
return.

Edith Cowan, photograph, National Library of Australia
(NLA pic-an23351616).

Edith Cowan

Back of the current Australian decimal banknote
for $50, showing Edith Cowan; concept
design by Brian Sadgrove.
First issued in 1995.

Dame Nellie Melba
The world-renowned soprano Nellie Melba (1861–1931)
was in her native Australia at the outbreak of the First
World War. She remained in the country for its duration
except for selected concert tours. During this period,
her performances and charitable work raised as much as
£100,000 for the war effort, termed by Melba as ‘a slight
tribute from one who cared’. She was made a Dame
Commander of the Order of the British Empire for her
services in 1918.

Dame Nellie Melba by Henry Walter (‘H. Walter’) Barnett, photograph
from half-plate glass negative, 1902 © National Portrait Gallery,
London (NPG x76278).

Dame Nellie Melba

Front of the current Australian decimal banknote
for $100, showing Dame Nellie Melba;
concept design by Bruce Stewart.
First issued in 1996.

Dame Mary Gilmore
The suffering of Australians during the First World
War was portrayed by the poet Dame Mary Gilmore
(1865–1962) in her volume, The Passionate Heart (1918).
Royalties from the sale of her book were donated to
soldiers who had been blinded in the war. During
the Second World War, Gilmore wrote some of her
most patriotic verse, including ‘No Foe Shall Gather
Our Harvest’ (1940). The poem’s theme is illustrated
on the $10 banknote with an image of a bullock team
transporting bales of wool; Gilmore’s manuscript of its
refrain is reproduced on the side of the note: ‘No foe
shall gather our harvest, Or sit on our stockyard rail.’

Mary Gilmore, Sydney, photograph, 1893,
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales (824107)

Dame Mary Gilmore

Back of the current Australian decimal banknote
for $10, showing Dame Mary Gilmore;
concept design by Max Robinson.
First issued in 1993.

Sir John Monash
Sir John Monash (1865–1931) had been associated with
the military forces since his time at university, when
he studied engineering as well as arts and law. With
the outbreak of the First World War, he became a fulltime army officer. Articulate and supremely organised,
he approached warfare as a series of challenges
comparable to those of engineering. Monash rose to
the rank of General, and later became one of the chief
organisers of the annual observance of Anzac Day. By
the time of his death, Monash was a highly respected
international figure; as The Argus stated in his obituary,
‘The whole Empire will mourn’.

Major General John Monash, Glisy, France, photograph on card, 1918
National Library of Australia (NLA 3997572).

Sir John Monash

Back of the current Australian decimal banknote
for $100, showing Sir John Monash; concept
design by Bruce Stewart.
First issued in 1996.

Sir Douglas Mawson
Geologist and explorer Douglas Mawson (1882–
1958) organised and led the Australasian Antarctic
Expedition, 1911–1914, which mapped the coastal
area of Antarctica closest to Australia. He served
in the First World War as a member of the British
Ministry of Munitions, with duties including the
maintenance and shipment of high explosives.
Following the war, he was appointed a member of the
committee for the Australian War Museum, later known
as the Australian War Memorial.

Sir Douglas Mawson, photograph by Frank Hurley, 1931
National Library of Australia (detail, NLA 4925816).

Sir Douglas Mawson

Front of the Australian decimal banknote (first
series) for $100, showing Sir Douglas Mawson;
concept design by Harry Williamson.
First issued in 1984.

Sir Charles Kingsford Smith
During the First World War, Charles Kingsford Smith
(1897–1935) served in the Australian Imperial Force at
Gallipoli and in the Middle East. He joined the Royal
Flying Corps in 1917, and was awarded the Military Cross
for his bravery as a fighter pilot in France. Following the
war, he promoted aviation as the future of transportation
in Australia, and accomplished a number of pioneering
flights that drew attention to its possibilities.

Charles Kingsford Smith, MC AFC, photograph by Julian Smith,
Australian War Memorial (A03349).

Sir Charles Kingsford Smith

Front of the Australian decimal banknote
(first series) for $20, showing Sir Charles Kingsford
Smith; concept design by Gordon Andrews.
First issued in 1966.

