Mary Reibey
Mary Reibey (1777–1855) was transported from England
to the colony of New South Wales at the age of 13,
having been found guilty of stealing a horse. On her
arrival she was assigned as a nursemaid. She married
Thomas Reibey two years later and, following his early
death, continued his trading business with considerable
success.
Mary Reibey’s image on the current $20 banknote is
based on a miniature portrait, painted in watercolour
on ivory. Her appearance suggests a prosperous woman,
at home with her social standing. In fact, throughout
her life she remained sensitive to her convict past, as
she wrote to her cousin, Alice Hope, in 1818, ‘… no one
will do well that is not thrifty Correct and Sober. [T]his
place is not like England. [Y]ou are under the Eye of
every one and your Character Scrutinized by both Rich
and poor …’

Mary Reibey by an unknown artist, watercolour on ivory, ca.1835,
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales (detail, Min 76)

Mary Reibey

Current Australian decimal polymer banknote
for $20, showing Mary Reibey,
designed by Garry Emery.
This note was introduced in 1994.

Dame Mary Gilmore
The writer, poet and political activist, Dame Mary Gilmore
(1865–1962), began her career as a school teacher,
working in schools that included Sydney’s Neutral Bay
Public School and Stanmore Superior Public School. In
the 1890s she gravitated towards the city’s radical politics,
and in 1895 she departed from Sydney to join William
Lane’s utopian ‘New Australia’ settlement in Paraguay,
where she remained until 1899.
Returning to Australia, she continued to champion the
causes of the disadvantaged and to contribute to
journals like The Australian Worker. From 1910 she began
to publish volumes of her poetry. In her later years,
Mary Gilmore became a national figure, regarded with
affection and respect – qualities that are reflected in
William Dobell’s distinctive portrait. An image of this
portrait appears in the background of the current
$10 banknote.

Dame Mary Gilmore, Sydney, photograph, 1893,
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales (824107)

Dame Mary Gilmore

Current Australian decimal polymer banknote
for $10, showing Dame Mary Gilmore,
designed by Max Robinson.
This note was introduced in 1993.

Caroline Chisholm
Caroline Chisholm (1808–1877) was a social reformer
and philanthropist whose portrait appears on the
$5 banknote of the first series of decimal currency. She
promoted immigration to Australia with publications
including Comfort for the Poor! Meat Three Times a Day!!
Voluntary Information from the People of New South Wales
(1847). Aspects of Caroline Chisholm’s life influenced the
character of Mrs Jellyby in Charles Dickens’ (1852–1853)
novel, Bleak House.
The image of Caroline Chisholm shown on the
banknote is based on her portrait by Angelo Collen
Hayter (1819–1898). Angelo’s father, George Hayter
(1792–1871), was also a painter, noted for his portraits
of Queen Victoria.

Caroline Chisholm by Angelo Collen Hayter, oil on canvas, 1852,
Dixson Galleries, State Library of New South Wales (detail, DG 459)

Caroline Chisholm

Australian decimal currency banknote
(first series) for $5, showing Caroline Chisholm,
designed by Gordon Andrews. The design
of this note lasted from 1967 to 1992.

H E N R Y L AW S O N
Henry Lawson (1867–1922) contributed to a sense of
national identity through his poetry and short stories,
including The Drover’s Wife and The Union Buries its Dead.
His portrait appears on the $10 banknote of the first series
of decimal currency – a fact that may have amused him as
he endured financial debt during his life.
Suffering from alcoholism and experiencing difficulty in
paying alimony to his ex-wife, Henry Lawson spent
periods of time in Darlinghurst Gaol, Sydney. For the last
two decades of his life, he lodged with Mrs Isabel Byers in
her ‘Coffee Palace’ at North Sydney. While imprisoned in
1909, Lawson wrote to his landlady, ‘Remember to save
every scrap of paper about the house, no matter how
ragged or dirty. I’ve got notes, and suggestions and half
finished verses and paragraphs scribbled down all over
the shop.’

Henry Lawson by William Johnson, gelatin silver photograph, 1915,
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales (detail, P1/957)

H e n r y L aw s o n

Australian decimal currency banknote
(first series) for $10, showing Henry Lawson,
designed by Gordon Andrews. The design
of this note lasted from 1966 to 1993.

Sir John Monash
Sir John Monash (1865–1931) began his career as a civil
engineer in Melbourne, where he developed the use
of reinforced concrete in works such as the Anderson
Street (Morell) Bridge, completed in 1899. Monash had
been associated with the military forces since his time
at university, and with the outbreak of the First World
War he became a full-time army officer. Articulate and
supremely organised, he approached warfare as a
series of challenges comparable to those of
engineering.
Monash was awarded the rank of General, and became
one of the chief organisers of the annual observance
of Anzac Day. By the time of his death, Monash was
a highly respected international figure; as The Argus
stated in his obituary, ‘The whole Empire will mourn’.

Major General John Monash, Glisy, France, black and white
photograph on card, 1918, National Library of Australia (3997572)

Sir John Monash

Current Australian decimal polymer
banknote for $100, showing
Sir John Monash, designed
by Bruce Stewart. This note was
introduced in 1996.

Sir Charles KIngsford Smith
Throughout his career, Sir Charles Kingsford Smith
(1897–1935) promoted aviation as the future of
transportation in Australia, and accomplished a number
of pioneer flights that drew attention to its possibilities.
In 1927 Kingsford Smith partnered with Charles Ulm
(1898–1934) to complete a flight of 12,000 kilometres
around Australia in little more than 10 days, breaking
the previous record of 20 days. The following year he
achieved the first flight across the Pacific Ocean from
California to Australia in the Southern Cross, with Charles
Ulm as relief pilot. In 1934, Kingsford Smith made the
first eastward crossing of the Pacific from Australia to
the United States in the Lady Southern Cross. During an
attempt to break the England–Australia speed record in
the Lady Southern Cross the next year, Kingsford Smith
disappeared off the coast of Burma.

Charles Kingsford Smith in front of the Lady Southern Cross, California, USA,
black and white photograph, ca.1934, National Library of Australia (3930958)

SIR Charles KIngsford Smith

Australian decimal currency banknote
(first series) for $20, showing
Sir Charles Kingsford Smith, designed
by Gordon Andrews. The design of this
note lasted from 1966 to 1994.

